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Brave Sage and the Magical Motives 
A Composing Quest 

Brave Sage awakens one morning to discover that her 
father, the king, is missing. After finding a note on the 
castle door, our heroic young knight sets off on a quest 
to conquer seven composing challenges and rescue the 
King. 

Brave Sage and the Magical Motives has the kooky 
characters, engaging illustrations, and creative music 
that teachers need to capture the imaginations of 
young students, motivating them to compose 
masterpiece after masterpiece. 

Designed to make composing fun and memorable for 
your elementary piano students, this book is a simple-
to-follow, step-by-step resource that will take you and 
your students on an exciting adventure into the world of 
music composition. 

Enjoy the journey, 

Andrea and Trevor



Brave Sage needs your help to rescue her father, the king! On her quest, she 
must use her knowledge of music to compose her way past seven 
challenges. But Brave Sage can’t write seven piano pieces all by herself… 

And that’s where you come in! 

To help Brave Sage compose her way past a challenge, first read the 
accompanying story segment on the Challenge Page and then build the 
motive. Next, write the motive in the blank spaces (indicated by the colored 
boxes) on the unfinished piece that follows the Challenge Page. Finally, 
perform the music.  

Once you have successfully helped Brave Sage complete a piano piece, 
continue your quest by moving on to the next Challenge Page. 

Wondering how to build a motive?  

Composing instructions can be found on the illustrated Challenge Pages that 
precede each of Brave Sage’s seven unfinished pieces. Simply follow along 
with the instructions and create the heroic motives that Brave Sage needs to 
complete her composing quest and rescue her father. 

Each piece in this book is designed to work with any motive your students 
create. For optimal success, ensure that your students’ rhythm choices match 
the time signature of each piece. As with any music writing process, some 
melodic choices will sound better than others. Encourage your students to 
experiment with various note combinations until they find a motive that sounds 
“just right”. 

A completed sample page and piece is included at the end of this book.
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Play A Toothy Tune 
Andrea Dow  

© 2016 - Teach Music Today Learning Solutions - License for duplication granted to purchasing teacher.





Fox, Move Those Rocks! 
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Dance Giants 
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Dance Giants, Page 2





Jump, Hop, Don’t You Stop! 
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Look Into My Eyes 
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I’m The King Of Music 
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A Completed Sample





Hushabye Sleepy Bear 
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